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SBE Goals

 Advance science

 Grow the economy

 Enhance safety & security

 Improve quality of life
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https://www.army.mil/article/158798/silent_warriors
_intel_soldiers_impact_on_military_might







• Why should we pay for what you do?

• Why should we trust what you do?



Proposed Adaptations for Institutions

• Better Communication

• Greater Transparency

• Greater Engagement



STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION



Source: 
http://blogs.discovermagazine.com/intersection/files/2011/04/truth_42
5x320.jpg
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Right to Science 

The Role of UNESCO
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Lidia Brito
Director

UNESCO Regional Science Office for LAC region



3 major issues to tackle in 
knowledge production arena:

1. Knowledge to policy

2.Knowledge for

citizenship

3.Knowledge systems for

the Agenda 2030



Knowledge for whom and for what?

• Integrated & inclusive 
government systems

• Sustainable/resilient

• Evolving knowledge-based 
structures and systems

• Democratic and          
ethical values

• Global citizenship

• Social movements for 
transformation

• Benchmarking and 
comparative studies

• Policies

• Networks

• Tools (learning, 
normative, monitoring)

• Right to Knowledge

• Freedom & Participation 
• Identity/culture

• Philosophy Indivi-
dual

Instru-
ments

Systems
Social 
groups



Changes in policy making processes

Interface Science, policy and society 

Public nature of scientific debate 
Demand by the public of their greater participation in the 

decision-making process
Ethical concerns in particular related to new technologies
Emergence of global citizenship related to cross-border issues 

(climate change, environment, migration, etc.)



Social needs and 
questions

Science 
questions 

and Agenda

Policy 
formulations 
and political 

decisions

 Relevant solutions for today´s problems and 
actions for the future we want

 Media role: Communicating science in society
 New contract between science and society

 Multi and transdisciplinary science
 Co-design and co-production of 

knowledge
 Science with conscience

 Long-term vision in short political cycles
 Global commitments: the new 2030 Agenda, 

Sendai framework, Addis Ababa Framework, 
Paris Agreement

 Accountability – policy with conscience
 Media role in communicating policy

 Policy for Science and Science for policy
 Relevant Science Advise: excellence in science
 Language adjustment: communicating science 

for decision makers – more space for Science 
Diplomacy

 Human capital

 More participation and 

access to public information

 Planetary Citizenship

 Ethical values



RIGHT to SCIENCE

 Human Right (art. 2 and 27)

 Sustainable development requires more scientific 
knowledge and more researchers

New frames for science policy

 Requires also integrated, transdisciplinary, 
participative and transformational science



Why working in the Right to Science in 

UNESCO?

Because of Human Rights

Because 0f the “S

”Because of the SDGs 

Because of the  Normative Power 



How we see Right to Science in 
UNESCO?

Right to Science

Right in Science

Right through Science



The Right to Science

• Science and STEAM 
Education

• Complex thinking and 
philosophy in education

• STEM and gender

• Science communication and 
scientific culture

• Open Science and science
cooperation

• Citizen science initiatives
MOOC

Seven complex lessons for the Agenda 2030. 
Complexity and SDG.



The Right in Science

• Protection of scientists

• Freedom of research

• Promoting policies for
science finance

• Scientific cooperation and 
reserachers mobility policies

• Bioethics and Ethics of 
science

• Evaluation systems in science

• Gender equality



The Right thorugh Science

• Science Diplomacy

• Science Advise

• Bioethics and Ethics of science

• Enviromental sciences: MAB programme

• Water science: IHP networks

• Geosciences: Geoparks

• Socio-enviromental resilicience: new 
programme bringing MOST, MAB, IHP 
and Bioethics together

• Social transformation throught scientific
knowledge and evidence in policies

• IP systems and impact in society
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How can we implement the right to science from 
a SSH perspective?

Social 
Sciences

Natural 
Sciences

Philosophy

Education Ethics

Complex Thinking

STEAM

Finding the right research / 
participation approach

(Scholar/Practitioner/Citizen 
Projects)



Knowledge for whom and for what?

• Integrated & inclusive 
government systems

• Sustainable/resilient

• Evolving knowledge-based 
structures and systems

• Democratic and          
ethical values

• Global citizenship

• Social movements for 
transformation

• Benchmarking and 
comparative studies

• Policies

• Networks

• Tools (learning, 
normative, monitoring)

• Right to Knowledge

• Freedom & Participation 
• Identity/culture

• Philosophy
Indivi-
dual

Instru-
ments

Systems
Social 
groups
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Social science and the humanities can have a greater impact if  they 

validate the people that they are seeking to help



Up Next
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12.45-1.45pm

1.45-3.30pm

Lunch

Plenary closing

Mitsitam Cafe

Rasmuson Theater


