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What are the barriers to
cooperation between

policymakers and SSH
researchers?

Ingrid Petersson, Director General, Formas

AESIS: Boosting the Impact of Social Sciences and
Humanities2017, Cardiff, September 21 2017



Current trends

Drivers for increased co-operation between researchers
and policymakers

A Shift towards challenge-driven research funding

A Science for policy/evidence-based decision making

A Co-creation/co-production of knowledge



Potential barriers for SSH research

Whose privilege to formulate research questions?
The policy agenda vs the research agenda

Timeframe
The policy cycle vs the research process

Limited incentives and channels for interaction
Poor knowledge transfer between sectors leads to delay of impact

The academic career system
What we reward vs. what we want



Challenges:
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SSH research as more than just
Complex issues require multiple perspectives

The demand for quick fixes

Societal relevance and value

S?I—’I?researchers not accustomed to or comfortable with the advisory
role”

Research reduced to consultancy work?
Lack of sectoral mobility
Locked-away knowledge
Publish or perish culture

an
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Agenda

A Mapping the broader societal impact of
humanities

A Normal impact vs. narrated impact

A Developing a data-driven approach to research
iImpact

nUManomics
mapping the dynamics of the humanities
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Changing perception of impact

Grgnvad, J. & Budtz Pedersen, D (2017)

AFrom linear model to notinear (cocreation, ceproduction
engagement, usedriven innovation, societal readiness levels).

AKnowledge production and knowledge exchange takes place along
a continuum focusing oprocessesather than products.

AOpenness, accessibility and awareness are keys to success of
knowledge uptake

ABroader societal impadiecomes obligatory component of
research evaluation (EU, SIAMPI, IMRERT, REF, NSF, SEP etc.)
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Diversity of research topics

Theory and history of literature, comparative literature

Medieval history

History of ideas, intellectual histoa«, history|

Metaphysics, philosophical anthropology; aesthetics @
Ancient history

Cultural history, history of collective identities and nf

Social ang

Modern and contemporary history @
Cultural studies, symbolic representation, religious studies
[ ] @ History of ar]
. . . . Politica
Cultural heritage, cultural identities and memories
Qualitative . .

¥ Ethics; social and political philosophy

Text based
Axis 2

of science and techniques
Philology and palaeography; historical linguistics

emories

economic history

o Philosophy of science, epistemology and logic

and architecture

systems, governance T . L
4 s '8 @ Theoretical linguistics; computational linguistics

i) Philosophy of mind, philosophy of language N Quantitativel

Music and musicology history of music @

Urban, regional and rural studies
Diversity and identities, gender, interethnic relations ’
Visual and performing arts, desi%arts-base research

@ Social sgdies of scighce and tec.olo

Social anthropology, myth, ritual, kinship Teaching

Management; organisational behaviour; operations management B
Social policies, educational policies, welfare @ )

Communication and informakion, networks, media

1 ® Health,ageing and society

}
Axis |
@ Pragmatics, sociolinguistics, discourse analysis

Archaeology, archaeometry, landscape archaeology

Language learning and %ocessing (first and second languages)

Social structure, social mobility

and learning g‘ Personality and social cognition; emotion

Human developmentand its disorders; comparative cognition

Clinical and health psychology

Empirically eclectic

-0,5 0

Johansson, Grgnvad, Budtz Pedersen & Stjernfelt et al. (2016)



Diverse impact pathways

3700 unique pathways in 6679 REF impact case studies

Grant et al. 2016



