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Current trends

Drivers for increased co-operation between researchers 
and policymakers

Å Shift towards challenge-driven research funding

Å Science for policy/evidence-based decision making

Å Co-creation/co-production of knowledge



Potential barriers for SSH research

Whose privilege to formulate research questions?

The policy agenda vs the research agenda

Timeframe

The policy cycle vs the research process

Limited incentives and channels for interaction

Poor knowledge transfer between sectors leads to delay of impact

The academic career system

What we reward vs. what we want 



Challenges:

Å SSH research as more than just an òadd onò

Å Complex issues require multiple perspectives

Å The demand for quick fixes

Å Societal relevance and value

Å SSH researchers not accustomed to or comfortable with the advisory 
role?

Å Research reduced to consultancy work?

Å Lack of sectoral mobility

Å Locked-away knowledge

Å Publish or perish culture
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ÅMapping the broader societal impact of 
humanities

ÅNormal impact vs. narrated impact 

ÅDeveloping a data-driven approach to research 
impact

Agenda



ÅMappingthe Public Value of Humanities(2016-2019), VeluxFonden

ÅMappingthe Dynamic of Humanities(2012-2015), VeluxFonden

ÅResponsibleImpact(2016-2019), Det Obelske Familiefond

ÅACCOMPLISSH (2017-2020), EU Horizon 2020

ÅAcademic Impact of Scientific Gatherings (2016-2019), Innovation Fund 
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ÅFrom linear model to non-linear (co-creation, co-production 
engagement, user-driven innovation, societal readiness levels).

ÅKnowledge production and knowledge exchange takes place along 
a continuum focusing on processesrather than products.

ÅOpenness, accessibility and awareness are keys to success of 
knowledge uptake

ÅBroader societal impactbecomes obligatory component of 
research evaluation (EU, SIAMPI, IMPACT-EVT, REF, NSF, SEP etc.)

Changing perception of impact 
Grønvad, J. & Budtz Pedersen, D (2017)





Diversity of research topics

Johansson, Grønvad, Budtz Pedersen & Stjernfelt et al. (2016)



Diverse impact pathways 
3700 unique pathways in 6679 REF impact case studies

Grant et al. 2016


