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http://blog.efpsa.org/2012/06/20/maximizing -research -impact /
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CWTS Monitor: Select -Visualise -Conclude
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ôImpact pathwaysõ approach (based on Actor 

Network Theory)

ÅApproach to map 

impact defined broadly

ÅBased on non -linear

concept of innovation

ÅStandardized case 

studies compared

across fields

ÅFocused on collective

learning and support 

for system changes

Å Innovation interactions 

take place in heterogeous

networks of actors

ÅScience is òappliedó in 

translation processes: 

science is not 

immediately useful

ÅMapping impact means 

mapping these 

interaction processes 

rather than isolated 

impact results
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Scope of the session

ÅHow can impact be measured?

Åand I would like to add:

ÅHow can measurement of the academic system make societal impact 

possible?
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Measuring is changing

ÅWhat counts as excellence is shaped by how we measure and define 

òexcellenceó

ÅWhat counts as impact is shaped by how we measure and define 

òimpactó

ÅQualities and interactions are the foundation for òexcellenceó and 

òimpactó so we should understand those more fundamental processes 

first

ÅWe need different indicators at different levels in the scientific system 

to inform wise management that strikes the right balance between 

trust and control

ÅContext crucial for interpretation and standardization
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Across the research 

community, the 

description, 

production and 

consumption of 

ômetricsõ remains 

contested and open 

to 

misunderstandings. 



The Leiden Manifesto

Å Quantitative evaluation should support expert assessment.

Å Measure performance in accordance with the research mission.

Å Protect excellence in locally relevant research

Å Keep data collection and analytical processes open, transparent and simple.

Å Allow for data verification

Å Account for variation by field in publication and citation practices

Å Data should be interpreted taking into account the difficulty of credit 

assignment in the case of multi -authored publications. 

Å Base assessment of individual researchers on qualitative judgment.

Å False precision should be avoided ( eg. the JIF).

Å Systemic effects of the assessment and the indicators should be taken into 

account and indicators should be updated regularly
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http:// www.hefce.ac.uk / rsrch /

metrics/


