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Enabling impact:

How can local and regional governments support SSH 

research?



ÅOne of the main domains for SSH impact 

is public policy,
Åparticularly local & regional govt.

ÅImportance of co-production & building 

ôcommunities of inquiryõ

ÅHE and research funder support in UK 

e.g.:
ÅôWhat Worksõ Network (ESRC)

ÅKnowledge exchange initiatives

ÅPartnerships around civic missions

Introduction to session



Å Some reflections on role of local govt:
Å Investing in evidence base for possible policy 

scenarios & solutions
Å Building collaborative & trusting relationships
Å Transparent publication  of priorities & needs
Å Supporting two-way secondments

City Region Exchange

Å Working with organisations in the 
developing city region
Å Including evidence-based support 

for new City Deal



Speakers:

Antonia Caro Gonzalez, Head of the International Research 
Project Office, University of Deusto, Spain

Caroline Nevejan, Chief Science Officer (CSO), municipality 
of Amsterdam, NL

Debate

Structure of Session
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HOW CAN LOCAL & REGIONAL

GOVERNMENTS SUPPORT SSH 

TO ENABLE STRUCTURAL IMPACTS?
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Collaborative initiatives between academics and socio-

economic stakeholders

Transfer of 
Knowledge

Policies
From the 70s onwards

Collaborative
schemes
Fromthe 80s onwards

Smart 
Specialisati

on
Strategies
From the 2000s

Regional growth fora

Talentattraction initiatives

Acceleratorsprogrammesto achievesocial innovation

Universitisalliances

Initiatives to boostglobal strategic
changesin cities



1.Transfer of Knowledge: Universities' Third Mission

In 1972, KU LEUVEN University launched its 
Technology Transfer Office

Principles that guided the creation of the Leuven Model 

1. Start at the top with strong commitment by university leaders

2. Dedicate sufficient funding

3. Ensure autonomy and flexibility

4. Create a clear mission to serve

5. Offer incentives - A winning formula for academics

6. Hire experts with knowledge of industry and academia

7. Walk before you run: focus first on collaborative research

8. Seek/create expert partners that will really make a difference

9. Set up a seed fund only after everything else is working

10. Tout your success



1.Transfer of Knowledge: Universities' Third Mission (II)

In 1999, LUND university launched the LU Innovation ñthe link between Academia and 
Businessò

http://www.innovation.lu.se/en/futureinnovations

In 2016, The University of Viena launched the Project ñThird Mission of the University of 
Viennaò

http://thirdmission.univie.ac.at/en/

Knowledge Transfer and Impact

https://www.abdn.ac.uk/cops/research/knowledge-transfer-and-impact-146.php

In 2002, the i10 ïCentre for Knowledge Exchange in the East of England was created

A collaboration of eleven universities

www.i10.org.uk

http://www.innovation.lu.se/en/futureinnovations
http://thirdmission.univie.ac.at/en/
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/cops/research/knowledge-transfer-and-impact-146.php
http://www.i10.org.uk/


Non-profit associative initiative which was promoted by the Department of Economic Promotion of the Provincial Council of Biscayin 

collaboration with a group of leading companies and universities based in theregion.

Bizkaia Talent Initiative(Biscay, Basque Country) - 2005
(https://www.bizkaiatalent.eus/en/)

2. Collaborative programmes to enhance impact 

Ẅ The regional growth forum is formed by representatives from:

the city and regional levels;

the business sector;

educational institutions; and 

social partners 

The Regional Growth Forum  in Region Central Denmark - 2006
(https://www.rm.dk/om-os/english/)

https://www.bizkaiatalent.eus/en/
https://www.rm.dk/om-os/english/


2. Collaborative programmes to enhance impact (II) 

Accelerators to achieve social innovation: 
The Catapult Program (https://catapult.org.uk/) 

https://catapult.org.uk/

